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MADISON, WIS. -  In December 1941, one week before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Civil Air Patrol (CAP) was founded by more than 150,000 citizens who were concerned about the defense of America’s coastline. Under the jurisdiction of the Army Air Forces, CAP pilots flew more than 500,000 hours, were credited with sinking two enemy submarines and rescued hundreds of crash survivors during World War II. 
On July 1, 1946, President Harry Truman established CAP as a federally chartered benevolent civilian corporation, and Congress passed Public Law 557 on May 26, 1948. CAP was charged with three primary missions – aerospace education, cadet programs and emergency services.
With the passage of Public Law 106-398 in October 2000, Congress provided that “The Civil Air Patrol is a volunteer civilian auxiliary of the Air Force when the services of the Civil Air Patrol are used by any department or agency in any branch of the federal government.”
This year, CAP is celebrating its 70th year of serving its country.  Since its inception, the organization has grown to 52 wings: one for each state, plus Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia.  WW II brought civilians together like no other time to help protect the home front.  
With more than 61,000 members nationwide, Wisconsin Wing CAP currently has over 1,000 volunteers serving their communities, state and nation.  Holding fast to the three missions of the organization, they provide aerospace education, train leaders of our young men and women in the cadet program, and serve our local communities and nation in emergency services.
CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. In 2011 saw CAP credited with saving 54 lives across the nation. Meanwhile, CAP provided disaster relief during unprecedented flooding in the Midwest which brought 22 out-of-state support missions for Wisconsin; assisted law enforcement agencies in seven drug demand reduction missions and aided in the seizing of $1.36 billion in illegal drugs and drug money throughout the nation.  Wisconsin Wing also plays a vital role in assisting Air Force fighters in critical homeland security missions by posing as intercept and enemy target.

Members train throughout the year in all kinds of weather, improving upon their skills in a professional manner for when an emergency arises. These dedicated volunteers are well trained in searching for lost/missing persons, missing planes, disaster relief, and assisting the Air Force National Guard with intercept training missions, just to name a few of their capabilities. 
Aerospace education opens doors for many of our cadet and senior members alike. While cadets are taught the fundamentals of aerospace education, many go on to earn their private pilot’s license or continue with a career in aviation.  Senior members are also encouraged to continue their education by taking the Aerospace Education Program for Senior Members.  The aerospace education program includes history, aerospace principles and the relevance of flight in today’s world. Even nonmember youth benefit from the program, which is offered in schools nationwide through textbooks, lesson plans, learning aids and hands-on activities. 
Teachers are provided orientation flights through the Teachers Orientation Program (TOP) flights. Educator memberships are provided in order to enhance their students’ learning experiences while inspiring interest in careers in science, technology, math and engineering.

The organization inspires youth to be responsible citizens. Cadets serve their communities by helping with CAP’s real-world humanitarian efforts in emergency services. In addition, they have the opportunity to gain an appreciation for America’s role in the global community by serving as goodwill ambassadors abroad or by hosting aviation-minded youth from around the world. 

Whether a cadet is a member of school or community based squadron, cadets, ages 12-20, benefit from a complete curriculum that teaches respect, leadership, community service and aerospace education. The opportunity to fly is a major attraction for cadets and receiving five orientation flights in one of the 13 Cessna planes in Wisconsin, the cadets take to the skies to put their aerospace knowledge to work.

Whether it is emergency services, aerospace education, or cadet programs, all members work together in the betterment of their communities. Mentoring the youth of our nation serves to train them to reach out in times of need and to pass their knowledge on to others, just as their mentors have done. Many families join the organization and find satisfaction in working together to help others. 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 61,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 54 lives in fiscal year 2011. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and drug interdiction missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to nearly 27,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 70 years. It is a major partner of Wreaths Across America, an initiative to remember, honor and teach about the sacrifices of U.S. military veterans. Visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com or www.capvolunteernow.com  for more information on CAP.   For Wisconsin Wing information, please visit http://wicap.us.
If you have any further questions, please contact:

JERI GONWA, Capt, CAP

Public Affairs Officer
Wisconsin Wing

Email:  jeri.gonwa@wiwg.cap.gov
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